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NEW CONTRIBUTION FROM JAPAN HELPS WFP FIGHT HUNGER IN 

MYANMAR’S IMPOVERISHED URBAN TOWNSHIPS 
 

YANGON, MYANMAR – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed 

a US$4 million contribution from the Government of Japan to support families struggling to 

meet their basic food needs.  

 

The contribution will help WFP provide assistance to some 600,000 people in Yangon 

Region. Food rations will be delivered directly into the hands of vulnerable families as part 

of WFP’s new operation for 2 million people in the poorest townships of Myanmar’s urban 

areas. The distribution started on 13 May in Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar township. 

 

“The Government of Japan supports WFP’s strenuous efforts in tackling hunger in Myanmar. 

Thanks to WFP’s initiative, this assistance from the people of Japan will directly reach the 

most vulnerable population in the urban and peri-urban poor areas. The Government and 

people of Japan will continue standing with the people of Myanmar,” said H.E. Mr 

Maruyama Ichiro, the Japanese Ambassador to Myanmar. 

 

WFP estimates that up to 3.4 million more people, particularly those in urban areas, will face 

hunger within the next six months due to the triple impact of pre-existing poverty, COVID-

19 and the ongoing political crisis.  

 

“We are deeply thankful to the people and Government of Japan, who has been a steadfast 

partner for WFP over the years,” said WFP Myanmar Country Director Stephen Anderson. 

“At this critical time, they once again stepped forward, extending compassion and support 

to the people of Myanmar. Generous contributions like this are integral in helping us 

prevent a large-scale humanitarian crisis from unfolding.” 

 

Earlier this year, Japan provided US$7.7 million – US$4.7 million in January, and US$3 million 

in March – towards WFP’s ongoing food and nutrition support for people displaced by 

conflict in Chin, Kachin, Shan and Rakhine states.  
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The United Nations World Food Programme is the 2020 Nobel Peace 

Prize Laureate.  We are the world’s largest humanitarian organization, saving lives in 

emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and 

prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate 

change. 

 

Follow us on Twitter @WFP_Media and @WFPAsiaPacific 

 

For more information please contact: 

 

• Kun Li, WFP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, Thailand 

Mobile: +66 845558994 email: kun.li@wfp.org 
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