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UNHCR Representative Ms. Hai Kyung Jun (left) presents the donation of COVID-19 test kits to Union
Health Minister Dr. Myint Htwe (right). Photo: Lai Lai Win Hlaing/UNHCR

UNHCR contributes 50,000 additional test kits in support of Myanmar’s
COVID-19 pandemic response
YANGON, Myanmar – As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the lives of millions across
Myanmar, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is expanding its support to the Government of
Myanmar's national response.
On 16 December, UNHCR handed over 50,000 Cobas SARS-CoV-2 Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)
test kits to the Union Ministry of Health and Sports in Nay Pyi Taw.
The arrival of the test kits adds on to an earlier contribution of 20,000 kits by UNHCR and WFP in
July. Collectively, over 145,000 test kits have been handed over to Government by the wider United
Nations system as part of a joint response to date.
“UNHCR continues to support the Government’s nationwide efforts to contain the COVID-19
pandemic and ensure that vulnerable communities are not left out”, said UNHCR Representative in
Myanmar Ms. Hai Kyung Jun.

The Refugee Agency has so far equipped over 400 quarantine centres with basic items such as beds,
blankets, kitchen sets and hygiene kits, and distributed 685,200 pieces of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for front-line workers and vulnerable communities, including gloves, masks,
disposable gowns and face shields. An additional batch of 367,000 N95 masks is expected to arrive
by the end of the year and will be distributed to counterpart ministries.
UNHCR has also stepped up campaigns to raise awareness on COVID-19 prevention in camps and
sites for internally displaced people and stateless persons, as well as health, water, sanitation and
hygiene services in these locations by installing new water points and distributing hygiene items
such as soap and hand sanitizer.
To date, over 670,000 people across Kachin, Rakhine and Shan states as well as the South East region
of Myanmar have benefitted from the collective efforts of the Government, UNHCR, sister UN
agencies and partner humanitarian organizations in providing life-saving assistance to those in need.
Read more about UNHCR’s COVID-19 response in Myanmar here.
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